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DURGA PUJA DETAILED SCHEDULE. NOTE ALL TIMES ARE APPROX.

DATE TIME (APPROX) EVENT
FRIDAY OCT 3 EVENT AT BELLEVUE COLLEGE
7:30 PM Venue opens
8:00 PM Cultural Program Starts
9:00 PM Dinner
10:30 PM Wrap up, Venue closed
SATURDAY OCT 4 EVENT AT BELLEVUE COLLEGE
7:30 AM Puja Preparation Starts
9:00 AM Front Desk opens, Puja Starts
12:30 PM Pushpanjali, Prasad distribution
1:30 PM Lunch
4:00 PM Sondhya (Evening) Arati
5:00 PM MOVE TO AUDITORIUM (LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL)
5:00 PM Cha and Adda
6:30 PM Cultural Program starts
8:15 PM Dinner
9:30 PM Cultural Program continues
11:00 PM Venue closed
SUNDAY OCT 5 EVENT AT BELLEVUE COLLEGE
8:30 AM Puja Preparation Starts
10:00 AM Puja Starts
12:00 PM Pushpanjali, Prasad distribution
12:30 PM Shantijol, Bisarjan
1:30 PM Lunch
2:45PM Trophy Distribution
3:30 PM Sindoor Khela
5:00 PM Wrap up, Venue closed

InchIn's

BRambOO

Qarden

Chinese with an Indian Twist

16564 Cleveland Street ~ Redmond ~ WA 98052 ~ 425-284-0670
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Letter from the President

Greetings!
On behalf of our Executive Committee it is my pleasure and privilege to welcome you to Durgostav 2014
hosted by Uttoron.

Like every year, Durgostav provides us an opportunity to relive one of Bengal's most treasured traditions
and continues to promote and foster our shared rich cultural heritage. It brings us sweet reminiscences
from back home - from the sound of dhaak and shankha, pujor mantra-path, dhunuchi naach, the smell
of dhup dhuno, hustle bustle of people in their new attires to the simple joys of time well-spent with
friends.

Amidst this festive frenzy, the presence of Ma Durga elicits our best instincts where we forget our
differences, come together and work as a single cohesive unit. This is what makes our charming and
captivating UTTORON Community and | am fortunate to be part of it.

In addition each year we also celebrate Saraswati Puja, Boisakhi and our Annual Picnic; our members
and youth ( YOU ) wing work with various charity organizations in the area to support community
services. We operate a Bangla School (Ankur) to inculcate Bengali traditions and values in our next
generation and we support a summer Cricket Camp. All of this would be simply impossible without the
volunteer efforts of many amongst us, for which | am deeply grateful.

This year | am blessed to be supported by a diligent, conscientious, quick witted team who worked
tirelessly to move this organization forward.

A few essential facts and accomplishments this year :

1. Net growth of member base by more than 12 %

2. Reduced dependency on Corporate matching funds.

3. Finding our old Durga idols a new abode .

4. Newsletter publication ( for the first time )

5. Multiple youth ( YOU ) and adult charity events like 5K walk/run ( with proceeds to Seattle Children Hospital
Foundation ), Hope Link and Food Lifeline programs , Teen feed ( with Amrita, Seattle ) and nightmare at Beaver
Lake, Set up mobile application workshop with AT&T's OASIS group.

6 .Significant increase in participation at our Boisakhi and Picnic ( which included organized sports ) events

7. Last but not the least - this is a all women's Executive Committee !

As in other years this year too we have faced some challenges, the prime of which is one | expect will
remain - the inability to hold programs at one location and on multiple days during Durga Pujo despite
our best efforts, reflecting the growing community size that reduces options in terms of available
auditorium size.

In closing, | would like to wish each and everyone the most joyful of Pujo festivities and the best of good
cheer and happiness till the next celebrations!

To the next Committee wish you all success !

Madhurina Roy Uttoron, P.O. Box 3691, Bellevue, WA 98009-3691
President, Uttoron 2014 Email: uttoronseattle@yahoo.com, http://www.uttoron.org
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Dwijendra K. Ray-Chaudhuri

Address: 11711 134th PL NE , Redmond, WA 98052
Tel. 614-586-3364

Wishes all my friends
Happy Durga Pujo.

Also I inform all that I am mourning my wife Joyasree
who passed away last year.
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This one and that one, blue eyed and brown:
Did you know, all turned into ground ?

You thought as you traveled far

On a straight road in a golden car,

You could see but only a line in the beam of light,

Not what remained, nor was left on the side.
The flowers of your old self did not gather,
The books on the shelf that did not matter,
Have followed you to your resting place
Through the mist to see your newborn face.
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History EERUERE
Why do leaves turn brown and fall, SRS 'if@? Z\f@ -SSP
Fall one upon another, one and all SRS IS SC |
And degenerate to new ground. N ICERIRIR] Wy AT ®Y
Why do pages turn brown, farats
Volume after volume on a shelf, and pretend st s ﬁonf |
To tell a story that began but does not end. ‘
Why do leaves fall, layer upon layer, S (BT ST (FCH 83
Leaves that have known flowers red and blue, “[groq CTfeT GIE
The little girl did collect one or two, T 9o R
Whispering her love and her prayer, - - o |
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In loving memory of
Smt. Amita Ghosh
1925 -2013

In loving memory of

Smt. Pratima SenGupta
1934 - 2014

Living besides us for sixteen years, she
helped raise her granddaughter.

Born in Brahmanbaria, East Bengal,
she never forgot her roots even though
her life carried her far and wide.

A lifelong passion for childhood
education led to an MSc. in
experimental psychology from
Calcutta University and a career in
schools, in both India and the US.

A founding member and singer of
Baitanik in Kolkata, she instilled in her
children and grandchildren the love of
music.

She was beside us during the most
difficult period of our lives, and was
determined to see that no harm would
come our way.

She was a fiercely independent woman
and had zero tolerance for corruption in
any form.

Proud of her Bengali heritage, she was a
singer and teacher of Rabindra sangeet,
an outstanding batik artist, and of
course an excellent cook.

Always dressed in a simple cotton sari,
she was able to carry it off in style and
elegance.

A Tribute from Apu, Ishani and Jaya Ghosh
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Micro Volunteering at the CloudClinie!

If you are a doctor, psychiatrist, healthcare professional and
want to help the under privileged but feel that you don't have
the time, contact Jayit Biswas (jayitb@gmail.com) to find out

how you can help even if you can spare just 10 minutes a day.

We are also trying to raise funds for several non-profits in
Kolkata helping orphans, street kids, kids growing up in red light
areas. Please contact us if you would like more information about

these organizations.

from Rishi, Jayit, K asturi and Prabuddha Biswas
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P G Pacific Geo Engineering

Geotechnical Engineering, Consulting & Inspection

Pacific Geo Engineering (PGE) takes the pride to be a part of the history in make in Seattle - providing its
consulting services in the quality control and quality assurance (QCQA) aspects of the construction of the Alaskan
Way Viaduct Replacement Project known as 'SR-99 Tunnel’, which is the world's largest diameter tunnel ever built.

PGE's SR-99 engineering team

South Portal entrance to SR-99 tunnel under construction

Pacific Geo Engineering is a professional engineering consulting firm dedicated to solving wide range of

complex geotechnical engineering and environmental challenges for virtually all types of infra-structure
and civil engineering projects - light rails, tunnels, bridges, highways, airports, sea-ports, indoor sports
arena, and stadiums, to name a few.

Quality Engineering Timely Service Cost-effective
Solutions

FFACT TR AARHT AT S 8 wrow
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The Gat and Tho Leve bird

Jeena Roy, Age 8

Once upon a time there lived a cat in the forest. The cat lived under a tree. The cat
was all alone because nobody liked this cat. He wasn’t strong like the lion, he
wasn’t fast like the cheetah, he wasn’t graceful like the eagle.

Sometimes the cat would £eel jealous of all the other animal’s talents. So one day
the cat went on a stroll. He saw many beautiful things. But this cat came upon a
GORGEOUS creature!!! It was a love bird!

The love bird knew what the cat was thinking.

“I’m not strong like the lion, or fast like the cheetah, or graceful like the eagle...or
pretty like you!” cried the cat.

“But your talent is being snneaky, at night you catch those mice. You are still
important to this forest. Without cats like you, there would be zillions of mice
everywhere!”

So the cat learned his lesson and never felt inferior again. He went back to his tree
and this time he smiled.

Moral: No matter what you are, you are still important!

R A (> I=7)
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The Day | Saw a Lioness Eating

By Sagnik Sinha, Age 10

This is a story about a real lioness, do not confuse with the Goddess Durga’s mount!

One of the days that we went on a safari, there was a blue sky with hardly any clouds. We were having our
day drive when suddenly our driver stopped. We asked him why he stopped. Then he points out a lioness
skulking behind the tall grass eating. The lioness was sitting and surrounded by jackals. There were five
black-backed jackals; all gathered round the lioness, running away and coming back as the lioness looked up.
The lioness was eating. We saw that the lioness was eating a big animal; it looked like the lioness was eating
a wildebeest. Then all of a sudden the lioness stood up and swung one of the wildebeest’s legs in its mouth,
then moved a little distance from the kill to chomp on the leg. The jackals could only look because they were
too frightened to touch the lioness’ meal, although the lioness was not.paying attention to the major portion
of her kill. For the next ten minutes or so the l/oness sat gnaw: gatt N &he jackals could only stare
in awe. The other animals that should hgve alsoi i

reason they weren’t here. : 3
As the lioness ate, and the jackals drgdled, Ltook: y jy pictures and my sister took pic-
tures too. : §

and trees. Then she lay. do n and w,

spend the rest of the d. f m/i r / /

We waited for a few mlnutes and then went back to where the carcass anc/ Jackals were. The jackals had
started eating the rest of the wildebeest because the lioness was gone. Suddenly, for a second the jackals all
scattered around. It was as if something had frightened them, although we could not see any other animals.
Then as normal they began eating again. Even though the carcass now had barely any meat left food they
were relishing it to the last bone. The lioness had pretty much eaten all the meat so the jackals hardly had
anything to eat. But the jackals ate everything so they wouldn’t starve to death. They know that lions don’t
kill very often, so they have to eat as much as they can so they can last without any food for a few days.
And that was the summary of the day | saw a lioness eating.

g) about 20 hours a day and

ey v o, R R P
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MY GRAND CANYON EXPERIENCE
Deepnath Dey

Dear Readers,

Till this summer vacation, | read about Grand
Canyon in books and | always had a curiosity
about this magnificent place. On August 4, 2014, |
got to quench my thirst of knowing Grand Canyon
better. With my parents and brother, | flew to
McCarran International Airport in Las Vegas. From
there, we took a four hour drive to Grand Canyon.

The moment | laid my eyes on the
canyon, it filled me with awe. The beauty and
vastness of the canyon is beyond description,
beyond any comparison. The breathtaking views,
its grandeur are impressive. Too many things kept
creeping in my mind. | felt as if the pages of my
geography book had come to life before my eyes.
To get better glimpses of the scenic beauty, we
hopped on-off buses throughout the South Rim.
From one viewpoint to the other, we observed
the precipitous cliffs, awesome depths and the dangerous rapids plagued Colorado River.

Mather Point was our first viewpoint of the canyon, which is 6850 feet above sea level. The
most prominent landmarks visible from Mather Point are the pyramidal Vishnu Temple and the
massive flat topped Wotan’s Throne. The other points we visited were the Hermit's Rest, Yaki Point,
Hopi Point, and Powell Point. The viewpoint | liked the best was the Desert View which had a Watch
Tower to get an outstanding view of the canyon and the Colorado River which swept through the
canyon. The only negative thing about the Watch Tower was the flight of steep stairs which was equal to
climbing an old four-story building which left me panting when we reached the top. Even though my
feet were aching, it was nothing compared to the spectacular view we got to see from the top. At this
point, we found a store and snack bar from where | got to shop a Grand Canyon tee-shirt, key rings for
my friends and enjoyed ice-cream. The delicious chocolate ice cream seemed yummier in that scorching
dry heat.

Another point which caught my attention was the Tusayan Ruins and Museum which was the
remains of a small ancestral Puebloan village. It was a 200 meter flat trail around the ruins which gave
me the opportunity to learn about the native people who once called this place their home.

| cannot end this narrative without writing about the sunset at the canyon. All the adjectives fail
to describe the beauty of the sunset. The setting sun with its reddish-orange hue and the deep shadows
that fall on the reddish rocks of the canyon, creating a dramatic color that left me spellbound.
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Cultural Unity within diversity
An Indian American perspective
Aniket Das, age 10

| consider myself fortunate growing up in mixed cultural values. My parents grew up in India, which has
a rich cultural heritage. | am growing up here in United States, where my life is different than my
parents’ childhood, my generation is growing up in a culture influenced by both USA and India.

As | get to celebrate festivals from both cultures- east and west, | found that there are some inherent
similarities between diverse cultures that is quite interesting.

For example, Diwali is the festival of light, representing the win of good power over evil, hope over
despair and light over darkness. On Diwali night, we dress up in new clothes or their best outfit, light up
lamps and candles inside and outside our home. Sometimes we light fireworks where permitted here in
the US. We are supposed to light up all
the dark corners to frighten the ghosts
away.

Kali Puja is also celebrated around Kolkata
(which means Kali’s land in Bengali) during
the same time as Diwali is celebrated all
over India. It honors the goddess Kali for
defeating the evil demon Raktabija. Kali
has terrifying eyes, a tongue dripping
blood, and a garland of skulls. The puja
ceremony is held on the night of the new
moon (Amavasya) as people believe this is
the night when evil forces rise up.

Throughout this occasion, an intensely festive atmosphere pervades with strings of holiday lights
decorating buildings, flashing signs line city streets, candles & lamps burn everywhere, and fireworks
explode all night.

As with Durga Puja, pandals are erected and murtis placed
inside. These are displayed for a number of days, ritually
worshiped, then taken to the river and destroyed.

It is believed that during Amavasya (New Moon), evil spirits
get unusual powers and may cause harm; to counter this,
people perform Kali Puja, as Goddess Kali is considered as

the destroyer of evil spirits. Also, some people follow the
custom of offering Puja for dead ancestors.
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On Bhoot Chaturdashi (the night before Kali puja), children in
India light up 14 candles (14 pradeep) on doorsteps to not let
ghosts tresspass the household and eat 14 types of leafy
vegetables (14 saag) to not let ghosts take over the body.

When | first visited India during the Pujas, | was surprised to
discover the images of Kali with an array of ghosts, demons, and
ghouls. The icon of Kali is used as a protective symbol- | saw taxi
drivers fix it in the front of their car to protect them from
accidents. Bengalis celebrate Kali Puja in Oct-Nov 3 weeks after
Durga Puja. The eve of the Kali Puja (Bhoot Chaturdashi) is
believed to be the day when the souls of dead ancestors come
back to visit the house of their families.

In many cultures, this time of the year is associated with human

death. The Celts believed that around 31st October, the boundary between the worlds of those alive
and those dead became blurred and thus they celebrated Samhain (pronounced as “Sow-In") since it
was considered that the ghosts of the dead would return
to Earth.

During the same time (Oct 31%), almost eerily so, we
celebrate another popular festival, Halloween (All Hallows
Eve) which has its origins from Samhain.

We wear costumes which are supposed to be as scary as
dead spirits, we go out Trick-or-treating for candy in the
evening. Originally Halloween was about pleasing the evil
souls. During the last days of October, when the weather
turns chilly, the souls of the cemetery would emerge. We
ward off haunting souls by creating scary faces on fruits as
if they were alive. Or, a more respectful message would
be leaving pastries, candies and juices, for the souls to

: ) o enjoy.
S . “ A Rt a0
| found many parallels between festivals which originated in very different cultures and countries. Dia
de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is celebrated in Mexico by people who believed that souls of the
dead return each year to visit with their living relatives to eat, drink and be merry, just as they did when
they were living. Yu Lan Jie/ Zhong Yuan Jie (Hungry Ghost Festival) is celebrated by Buddhists in many
Asian countries. It refers to the salvation of anguished souls in Hell and involves offerings of food.

When | chatted about this with my grandparents, who are now quite familiar with Halloween after their
visits to the US and obviously know all about Kali Puja & Diwali, they were quite amused. How about
you?
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Be all you can be
Alok Sinha

“What should | do?” asked the sip of water,
Quench the thirst of the hummingbirds may be?
Help the parched lands of the Middle East or,

Be part of fight of indigenous in Amazon?

Help the disenfranchised marching against corruption,
Be the designer water for the Rich and Mighty,
Life blood of knights fighting for the Emperor,

Or save children from hunger, and diseases?

“Where are you from?” | asked the sip,
We come from a family of streams, it said,
Our forefathers came from proud but thin,

Springs deep in the woods of the mountains

Always dreaming of joining bigger streams,
Perhaps be part of a mighty river of world,
Make a big impact, today and tomorrow,

“Do better than me” my father had said

| took the sip, and placed it on the cherry blossom,
Giggling dancing pink flowers and radiant droplets,

Fell on the boy below, as he shook the branches,

“Enjoy today, for tomorrow, be all you can be” | whispered


https://www.facebook.com/161301087353365/photos/a.168954243254716.1073741825.161301087353365/289893367827469/?type=1&relevant_count=1
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Indian Sweets and Spices

Address: 18002 15th Ave NE, Shoreline, WA 98155
Phone:(206) 367-4568
(206) 992-7555 (c)

Carries all Indian and Bengali / Bangladeshi foods

> Fish
e Rui, Katla, Hilsa, Pabda, Koi , Kajoli,
e Hilsa Eggs, Moila, Shutki Maach and much more
» Bangali chanachur and snacks
» Nicobana pickles - kuler achar and more
> Bangladeshi gawa ghee ( Baghabari )
> All Halal meats - chicken, goat , lamb , chicken and lamb ( minced )

> Bangali vegetables ( frozen ) - kochur lati, danta, kankrul
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wwww,interlakemedical.org
Accepting new patients
Accepts all major insurances
Complete care for the entire family:
» Annual physicals
» Well-child exams
» Women's health
» Urgent care
Located near Microsoft main campus
Srobona Mitra, M.D. .
Family Medicine A lEME
v e Central Washington Family Medicine
Board Certified : _ :
University of Washington
English, Hindi, B li e s
U Sl Al Sl Board Certification:
American Board of Family Medicine
~ | ~=20 5t Microsoft
l Microsoft
Me 32nd St He Brstst
Interlake Medical Center, p 32
PLLC %#q.}l,%i:i/
2103 152" Avenue NE, ST AT
Redmond, WA 98052 = :gg 58
(425) 746-2400 — Lal Ngg_-irtﬁ st =z EZ— L]
T | TES
le 21st 5t o 3
Weekdays 8:30am — 5:00pm - | i __Ticpaflc 20t 51
Saturday 8:30am — 12:00pm ¢ %«:’%& . E}r?\ge_!_&ﬂ&_-; P 5 "'hr%
| Me 17th St 2 Way,
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BALANCE SHEET FOR 2013 (Full Year) ENDING December 31, 2013
UTTORON

Opening Balance
Checking

Saving

CD1

CD2

Uncleared Checks
Chk #1673

Opening Balance 2013
Checking

Saving

CD1

CD2

Receipts for 2013
Interest
Membership

MS Matching fund
2013

Saraswati Puja Donations

Boishakhi Donations
Durga Puja Donations
Durga Puja
Sponsorship

Parnava

Expenses for 2013

Operating / Infrastructure

Charity

Saraswati Puja
Video/CD library
Boishakhi

Parnava

Uttoron cricket camp
Protima

Picnic

Durga Puja

Paypal & Square charges
GBM

Closing Balance 2013

Asof 1/1/2013

wvrnunmnn

v n-unun w n v nunn

w n

ik nn

42,136.59
869.64
26,181.02
8,187.61

41,841.59
869.64
26,181.02
8,187.61

62.07
22,766.00

8,007.00
1,220.00
3,539.00
13,451.00

10,859.00
2,085.00

3,042.13
1,250.00
6,658.17
127.49
6,625.33
4,362.10
341.00
5,952.76
967.75
30,058.82
552.58
194.35

$295

$ 77,374.86

$ 77,079.86

$ 61,989.07

$ 60,132.48

S 78,936.45



*H=ia 058 e

©

UTTORON THANKS THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS FOR THEIR SUPPORT AND SPONSORSHIP
SHASTHI PUJA

Oindrilla & Susanta Paul Paramita & Anjan Das Kasturi and Prabuddha
Sudarshana & Joydeep Das Rupa & Subrata Sarkar Biswas
Ratula & Kaushik Chakrabarti Rumona & Amitava Lahiri

Sushmita & Somak Chattopadhyay Suma Mandal & Arijit Tarafdar

SAPTAMI PUJA

Sumana & Debabrata Dey Urmi Basu & Sourabh Guha
Indrani & Anandamoy Bhattacharya

ASHTAMI PUJA

Debopriya & Amit Basu Anish, Debjani & Surajit Chaudhuri

Madhurina & Sumit Roy Paramita & Souradeep Basu

Upasana & Alok Sinha Arun & Debola Das

Mallika & Biswajit De Rumela & Kunal Gangopadhyay

Sudipta Chakroborty Swati & Sukamal Banerjee
SANDHI PUJA

Mala & Tapas Nayak Sukanya & Dhruba Sengupta

Angana & Rajarshi Ray

NAVAMI PUJA

Neela Sarkar & Samujjwal Roy Poulami Majumdar & Supratim RoyChoudury

SINDOOR KHELA

Ranu & Pradip Saha Gargi Ghosh & Amitava Majumdar
Keka Majumder & Sandy Mukherjee Saimoon & Indranil Banerjee
Nabonita & Chiranjib Sarkar Amrita Ghosh

SWEETS FLOWERS AND MISC

Suparna & Jayanta Banerjee Madhurina & Sumit Roy
Mausumi & Tapan Maulik Meeta & Sanjib Datta

Mou & Dibyendu Mukherjee Esha & Ashok Bhattacharya
Nilanjana & Dipankar Ganguly Srabani & Somanth Banik
Kasturi & Indrajit Sur Rini & Alok Chakrabarti
Sutapa & Subhas Roy Shampa & Malay Chakrabarti

Uttoron is grateful to all anonymous donors for your support
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EC 2014 thanks all community members and volunteers at Uttoron events.

We also express our gratitude and appreciation to all who have helped during ‘YOU’ events, charity
events, with it's publications, event advertisements, protima setup, decorations at social occasions,
audio arrangement, food preparation and many more such undertakings.
We apologize for our ineptness to extend personal recognition and acknowledgement due to lack of
writing space.
THANK YOU
UTTORON EC 2014
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Uttoron Events
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Sunny Gill Zaffer Lalji

Loan Consultant Realtor
NMLS 765641 Re/Max
Mobile 206.898,8970 Direct 425.864.4488

www.imortgage.com/sunny.gill www.zafferlalji.remaxagent.com
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